PRELI M NARY | NFORVATI ON REQUEST

The follow ng constitutes an application for prelimnary
consideration for the nom nation potential of a property to the
Vi rginia Landmar ks Regi ster and the National Register of Historic
Pl aces. This does not nmean that a property is being nomnated to
the registers at this time. Rather it is being evaluated to
determne if it qualifies for such listings. Applicants wll be
notified of the board's actions in witing shortly after the
meet i ng.

Pl ease type and use 8-1/2" X 11" paper if additional space is
needed.

Al submitted materials becone the property of the Virginia
Departnent of Hi storic Resources and cannot be returned.

1. H STORIC NAME OF PROPERTY (if historic nanme is not known, use
current nane of area)

Rl VERVI EW

2. LOCATI ON

A. Street or Route Colunbus Avenue, 39th Street, 40th Street,
41st Street, 42nd Street, Holly Avenue

B. County or Gty _Norfolk, Virginia

3. LEGAL OMNER/' S OF PROPERTI ES. I nclude nanmes and addresses of
all property owners in district. Attach additional sheets
i f necessary. (See Attached)
Nane:
Addr ess:

City/ State: ZI P




Pl F--Ri verview, Norfolk, VA
Cct ober 1994

4. GENERAL DATA

A. Date or dates of selected buildings:_First quarter 20th
century

B. Approxi nate acreage: _ 50 acres

C. Architects or carpenter/masons (if known):

D. Primary Use of Buildings: _Residential; Single-famly

5. GENERAL DESCRI PTI ON

Located on the west side of the Lafayette River and north of
downt own Norfol k, Riverviewis a cohesive residential conmunity
on the west side of Granby Street, just north of the zool ogical
park. The proposed historic district is bounded on the west by
Col unbus Avenue and the commercial G anby Street corridor and
bounded on the east and north by the Lafayette River. The

sout hern bouadary of the proposed historic district is formed by
39th Street.

The nei ghborhood is defined by its well-landscaped streets; its
|arge lot sizes; and its well-built and substantial detached
houses. The area is laid out as a series of diagonal streets
runni ng between a curved and straight street. The curved street,
Hol Iy Avenue, forms the outside edge of the nei ghborhood al ong
the Lafayette River, while Col unbus Avenue, a north-south axis,
forms the western edge of the nei ghborhood. The nunbered streets

' Although the areas south of 39th Street and west of Col unbus Avenue are today
considered part of Riverview, these areas were not part of the original devel opment of
Ri vervi ew Park, as shown on the 1900 Bowran Map. The area south of 39th Street,
including Ethel and Lucille Avenues, is called R verside Park on the 1900 Bowran Map
of Norfolk. Architecturally, the houses on these two streets are much nore nodest In
size, are set on smaller lots, and |lack the | andscaping attention paid to the area
forming the original Riverview devel opnment. Also, there is nore nodern infill,
conproni sing the overall architectural integrity of these two streets. Wst of
Col unbus Road the area is | ess cohesive and includes later (md-20th century
architecture) that differs in building type and style fromthat found in the original
Ri vervi ew devel opnent .
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run di agonally between Holly Street and Col unbus Street, and then
run perpendicularly out of the proposed historic district to
Granby Street. The houses aligning the diagonal avenues face the
street, while those of Holly Avenue are oriented towards the

wat er and have their rear elevations towards the public street.
One exanple of nodern infill within the district is |ocated at
121 Holly Avenue. The house is synpathetic in terns of size and
scal e, but | acks the characterizing architectural features which
define the nei ghborhood (| andscaping, front porch, attention to
detailing).

The houses are set back fromthe road with sidewal ks and yards
buffering themfromthe public right-of-way. They are |ocated
approxi mately 20 feet from one another and have driveways between
them Large, deciduous shade trees are planted in a grassy
medi an between the street and sidewal ks, giving the houses a
greater sense of privacy.

The nei ghbor hood consists of a cohesive group of single-famly
dwel I'i ngs which generally date fromthe first two decades of the
20th century and a small collection of individual apartnent

buil dings fromthe md-20th century. The single-famly dwellings
present a mx of early 20th-century styles and dwelling types.
The nost predom nant house forns are bungal ows with craftsman
detailing and Anmerican four-square-type houses designed in the
vernacul ar Colonial Revival style. At |east two inposing and
transiti onal Queen Anne/ Col oni al Revival style houses are found
anongst the bungal ows, while a brick Tudor Revival style house is
uni que to the nei ghborhood. Wile nost of the house fornms and
styles can be found co-existing side-by-side, one row of
craftsman bungal ows forns a cohesive group on the south side of
40th Street. These three bungalows are 1-1/2-story, frane
structures with w de, overhanging gable roofs and central gable
dorners. The feature front porches incorporated into the roof
and supported by squat, brick piers. The bracketed roof, paired
w ndows and attention to detail mark these as a good, | ocal
exanpl e of the craftsman style.

Brick and frane structures are equally well represented in the
nei ghbor hood as are a nunber of architectural features. These
features, which help define the nei ghborhood architecturally,

i nclude the single-story, open, front porches; the hipped roofs;
and dormer wi ndows. In general, the dwellings are in excellent
condition with nmuch of their original materials intact. The use
of vinyl siding and asphalt shingles, is not however, unconmon.

The | argest, nost prom nent houses are those found al ong Hol Iy
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Avenue and facing the water. O particular note is the Consol vo
House (122-112) promnently located at the corner of Holly Avenue
and 42nd Street. This inposing 2-1/2-story frane dwelling, which
was hone to C H Consolvo, a prom nent Norfol k busi nessman from
1911 to 1918, is designed in a transitional Queen Anne/ Col oni al
Revival style. It features a wap-around front porch which takes
advantage of the viewto the water. While the house is nestled
closely to the corner forned by the streets, it offers its owners
a large yard between it and the water front.

The Toppi ng House (122-134), located at Holly Avenue and 39th
Street and originally owed by Arthur B. Topping, a pilot, is
designed in a Spanish Revival/M ssion style of architecture.
Though not representative of the area architecture, this
particular revival style is found sporadically throughout the
Ri vervi ew and Col oni al Pl ace nei ghbor hoods.

Al so of particular note is the Wl cott House (122-133) at 224
41st Street. Built ca. 1910 for WH. Wl cott, an attorney with
the firmof Jeffries, Wlcott, Wlcott and Lankford, this is a

| arge, 2-1/2-story brick structure designed in a Col onial Revival
style. The house, urban in feeling, is nore high-style and nore
representative of the architecture of North Ghent than the

typi cal vernacul ar house found in Riverview.

The apartnent buil dings of the nei ghborhood are | ocated on 39th
Street. A pair of ca. 1930s apartnent buildings, |located at 236
and 240 39th Street, stand four stories tall and feature three-
story front porches. Constructed of red brick and designed in a
Col oni al Revival style, these apartnment buildings fit well into
the overall character of the neighborhood. 1In contrast, the

Wal es Apartnent building on 40th Street, between Col unbus and
Granby and | ocated just outside the proposed historic district,
is a larger-scale apartnment which has little association with the
nei ghbor hood dwellings. It is four stories tall and is designed
in an Art Mbderne style with Art Deco detailing.
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6. H STORY

The pl anned residential community of Riverview was one of
Norfolk's first streetcar suburbs to be built north of downt own
along the north branch of the Lafayette River. Platted in 1900
and | ocated along the Granby Street streetcar route, the area
started to mature in the first decade of this century, and was
al nost fully devel oped by the late 1920s. Today, the

nei ghbor hood survives as a cohesive group of detached, single-
famly dwellings that are served by the comercial corridor of
G anby Street.

Ri vervi ew Park was one of Norfolk's first streetcar suburbs to be
built north of doantomn al ong Tanner's Creek (north branch of the
Laf ayette River). The subdivision was built on a peninsul a of
land that jutted into the Lafayette River; Church Street (G anby
Street) was extended north fromdowntown with a streetcar |ine
and served as the western boundary of the peninsul a. The

subdi vision currently known as Riverview was |aid out between
1889 and 1900 and actually included two separate devel opnents:

Ri vervi ew Park and Riverside Park. Riverview Park was defined by
Col unmbus Avenue on the west, Holly Avenue on the north and east,
and 39th Street on the south. R verside Park included Lucille
Avenue, Ethel Avenue and La Vallette Avenue. These two

subdi visions are clearly visible today in terns of their street
configuration, size and scale of architecture, and perhaps
coincidentallﬁ, the |l evel of replacenent, or infill,

architecture. Bet ween t he western boundary of the subdivision
and the western boundary of Church Street were four bl ocks of

| and that remained unplatted in 1900. The streetcar |ine, which
ran up Church Street, fornmed a circuit around the peninsula of

| and and the Riverview Park subdivision. Tracks are shown
turning off of Church Street at Lucille Avenue, and then
following Holly Street to its intersection at Church, to head
back south to downt own Norf ol k.

? According to the 1900 Bowran Map, Virginia Place is the only other subdivision
in the area at that tine. Colonial Place was platted shortly thereafter, in 1903;
Cruser Place, Wnona, Lafayette and the other area suburbs followed suit in the first
decades of the 20th century.

°* The inlet of water which was west of Granby Street was filled in with | and and
devel oped with a residential community called Cruser Place. The peninsula | and west
of this inlet was the site of the Marsh Estate, and after its purchase in 1903 by the
Sterling Devel opnent Conpany, the site of Colonial Place.

* The area historically making up Riverside Park consists of smaller |ot sizes,
| ess substantial houses and a hi gher percentage of contenporary architecture.
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Al though fully platted by 1900, no buildings were as yet
constructed in Riverview. The first house to be built in the

pl atted subdivi sion was the Consol vo House, |ocated at the corner
of Holly Avenue and 42nd Street and constructed in the first
years of this century. Wile conveniently located directly on
the streetcar line, this house al so took advantage of bucolic
river views and a vast lawn |leading to the river.

By 1910, according to the Sanborn Fire Insurance Map a total of
29 single-famly, detached dwellings were standing in Riverview
Park and five in R verside Park. Each of these dwellings were
generally two-story brick or frame structures with the prinmary
defining characteristic being their wap-around porches. These
29 houses were generally clustered in groups of three on |arge

| ots and scattered throughout the subdivision. One exception to
this involves the house at 232(7?) 39th Street, which stood quite
alone on this stretch of 39th Street until the "teens" when the
ot her houses on the block were built including 220 39th Street,
built ca. 1913, and 218 39th Street, built ca. 1915.

By 1928, al nost the entire subdivision was devel oped, as were the
four blocks of |and between the original boundaries of the
subdi vi sion and the outer edge and commercial strip of G anby
Street. Only a few unbuilt lots were randomy found anongst the
wel | -l andscaped streets. After 1928, an inposing four-story , U
shaped apartnent building was constructed at 236-240 40th Street,
actually replacing a former single-famly dwelling on the site.

Al t hough ot her apartnent buil dings, such as the Wal es on 41st
Street between Col unbus Avenue and Granby Street, did rise in the
area, the apartnment at 236-240 40th Street was the only incidence
of amultiple-famly dwelling being built within the original
subdi vi si on boundari es.

By the m d-1960s, Riverview began to experience many of the sane
probl enms encountered by other Norfolk in-town suburbs. The
residential architecture began to deteriorate due to negl ect as
residents noved further out to nore nodern suburbs and left the
ol d behind; the area just south of R verviewin Park Pl ace,
changed froma relatively mddle-class white area to a poor black
one. This shift resulted from Norfol k"s urban renewal downtown
whi ch caused bl acks to nove north and for whites to "flee" to
all-white suburbs further away fromdowntown. In the |ate 1960s
and 1970s, a Civic League was organi zed in Colonial Place which
spear headed efforts to stop blight, upgrade the nei ghborhood, and
pronote racial stability. As a result, Colonial Place is 65%
white and 35% African American, while Riverview is predom nantly
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white with sone African Anerican famli es.

Today Col onial Place and Riverview together are part of the city
conservation district called Colonial Place-R verview, where
housi ng code standards are established and reviewed, along with
zoni ng requirenents and ot her pertinent issues.
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7. PHOTOGRAPHS

Bl ack and whi te photographs and col or slides of general

vi ews and streetscapes must be provided. Photographs of
inportant buildings in district would al so be hel pful. The
i ncl usi on of photographs is essential to the conpletion of

this application. Wthout photographs, this application can
not be consi der ed.

Phot ocopi es of sel ect photos are attached; actual photos
have been submtted in VDHR photo envel opes.

8. MAP

Pl ease include a map showi ng the | ocation of the proposed
district. A sketch map is acceptable but please not street
route nunbers, addresses, buil dings, prom nent geographic
features, etc. Please include a "north" arrow. This form
can not be processed wthout a map showi ng the property's

exact | ocati on.
See attached.

9. ADDI TI ONAL COWMENTS:

10:  APPLI CANT | NFORVATI ON

NANE: TELEPHONE

ADDRESS:
Cl TY/ STATE:

SI GNATURE
DATE
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PROPERTY NANE: Ri vervi ew

PLEASE SUPPLY THE FOLLOW NG NAMES AND ADDRESSES AS APPLI CABLE.
TH'S | NFORVATI ON MUST BE PROVI DED BEFORE YOUR Pl F CAN BE
CONSI DERED BY THE STATE REVI EW BOARD:

Mayor : Paul D. Fraim
1109 City Hall Building
Norfol k, VA 23501

Cty Manager:
Janes B. diver, Jr.
1101 Gty Hall Building
Nor fol k, VA 23501

Director, Planning D vision

John M Dugan, Director
Dept. of Cty Planning and Codes Adm nistration
508 City Hall Building

Chai rman, Pl anni ng Commi ssi on

Dr. WlliamL. Craiqg, Jr.
451 Lee Poi nt Road
Nor fol k, VA

Executi ve Director

Hanpt on Roads Pl anning District Conm Ssion
Arthur L. Collins

723 Woodl ake Drive

Chesapeake, Virginia 23320

Cty Council menber or Supervisor in whose district the property
is | ocated:

Paul D. Fraim
Dr. Mason C. Andrews
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